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Group/Family Session 2
Matthew 5:1-12

This Week's Sermon exposits Matt 4:17-25
Devotions 468-473 (podcast/video) cover Matt. 5:13-16
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Context:

Here we are at the threshold of the greatest sermon ever
preached. This is the opening of Jesus' famed "Sermon on the
Mount." This sermon set the apex upon which God's old covenant
with Abraham would give birth to the present new covenant with
all who call upon the name of the Lord. Through the sacrifice of
the One speaking these blessed words, the Law would be fulfilled
and the way would be made for we imperfect ones to be saved.
By the end of the Sermon on the Mount, the listener who
understands it is left utterly broken over sin and desperately
aware of his need for the Savior. This is the sermon's purpose.
Missing this purpose is what causes skeptical critiques of this
sermon to wholly miss the mark and misinterpret it. Jesus
established the necessity for the coming crucifixion and the
whole point was set in the first "beatitude (blessed are...)." By the
sermon's close, we who spiritually grasp it are poor in spirit.

the big idea of the text:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven is
theirs." By the end of the Sermon on the Mount, believers
convicted by God's Law see their desperate need for the Savior.

Connecting This Session to the Sermon
At once, Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets to follow
Jesus. At once, Zebedee's sons
got out of the family boat and
left him to follow Jesus. At once,
their worlds were turned upsidedown.
Today, we study what followed.
We read plainly what these
disciples could only have
faithfully intuited by the
prompting of our sovereign God's
Holy Spirit. As you read, reflect
back on the calling of the
disciples; remembering that they
chose to follow Jesus before He
gave these incredible teachings.
While these proclamations of
blessings certainly affirmed their
faith in following Jesus, teachings
would come that tested that
faith.

When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the humble,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
11 “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say
every kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because
your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Jesus drew the hurting and broken to Himself
because they saw God's love and grace amid
their hurt. Does your life reveal the same love
and grace that draws the broken to God?
Someone read Verses 3-10. What similarities do
you see in each type of person Jesus mentions?
What's the common thread you see in them?
The Beatitudes aren't prescriptions for living,
they are comforts for the broken and hurting
who trusted in Christ. Which of these realities
Jesus spoke of resonates most with you?
Despite our suffering and pain, we experience
accusations, attacks, and exclusion by people
around us. How does the sermon on the mount
change the way you respond to those attacks?
Jesus' Words to the His followers seem very
different from how our culture views
persecution. How do Jesus' words to His
followers here challenge our culture's view?
Most of us don't feel it, but Christ tells us to
have joy In persecution because it makes us like
him and the prophets. How are we helping one
another rejoice as the church in persecution?

BY THE SPIRIT'S CONVICTION FOR SIN, WE WILL BECOME POOR
IN SPIRIT. WE TAKE A MOMENT TO PRAYERFULLY CONFESS OUR
DEEP NEED FOR JESUS THE SAVIOR. WE CONFESS SIN AND
ABIDE IN GOD'S LAVISH GRACE. BY JESUS' SACRIFICE, WE
POOR IN SPIRIT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN!
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All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what
God showed you in this text and disciple your child with it! You
don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be
perfect. Just point to Jesus. He is perfect.

Encounter persecution is difficult. It can feel as though we have
done something wrong, that we are not good enough, or reach
we have failed in reaching the world around us. But this is why
Jesus' words are so important. The ministry of Christ was marked
by persecution from others while bringing hope and salvation to
those undergoing it. We rejoice in persecution and the insults of
others on behalf of Christ because we identify with our Savior.
Our willingness to be honest about the hurt and pain we feel
and our obedience to choose Christ in the midst of it speaks
volumes to our families.
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