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Group/Family Session 2
Matthew 5:1-12

This Week's Sermon exposits Matt 4:17-25
Devotions 468-473 (podcast/video) cover Matt. 5:13-16
At www.JesseCampbellMinistries.com

Ice-Breaker idea:

Were you to be held upside-down by the ankles your whole life, then finally put
right-side-up at the age of 18, you would never want to go back. Jesus' Sermon
on the Mount showed how self-righteousness in light of the Law is perfectly
upside-down from reality. The whole religious world was upside-down until this.

Context:

Here we are at the threshold of the greatest sermon ever preached. This is the
opening of Jesus' famed "Sermon on the Mount." This sermon set the apex upon
which God's old covenant with Abraham would give birth to the present new
covenant with all who call upon the name of the Lord. Through the sacrifice of the
One speaking these blessed words, the Law would be fulfilled and the way would be
made for we imperfect ones to be saved.
By the end of the Sermon on the Mount, the listener who understands it is left utterly
broken over sin and desperately aware of his need for the Savior. This is the sermon's
purpose. Missing this purpose is what causes skeptical critiques of this sermon to
wholly miss the mark and misinterpret it. Jesus established the necessity for the
coming crucifixion and the whole point was set in the first "beatitude (blessed
are...)." By the sermon's close, we who spiritually grasp it are poor in spirit.

the big idea of the text:
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of heaven is theirs." By the end of
the Sermon on the Mount, believers convicted by God's Law see their desperate
need for the Savior.

Connecting This Session to the Sermon
At once, Peter and Andrew
dropped their nets to follow
Jesus. At once, Zebedee's sons
got out of the family boat and
left him to follow Jesus. At
once, their worlds were turned
upside-down.
Today, we study what followed.
We read plainly what these
disciples could only have
faithfully intuited by the
prompting of our sovereign
God's Holy Spirit. As you read,
reflect back on the calling of
the disciples; remembering
that they chose to follow Jesus
before He gave these
incredible teachings. While
these proclamations of
blessings certainly affirmed
their faith in following Jesus,
teachings would come that
tested that faith.

When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and after he sat down,
his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to teach them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the humble,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called sons of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
11 “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say
every kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because
your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets
who were before you.

Jesus drew the hurting and broken to Himself because they saw God's love and
grace amid their hurt. Does your life reveal the same love and grace that draws the
broken to God?
This is a great moment to talk with your group about how you all can practically
live out the Gospel daily and seek new ways to let others see Christ through us.
Someone read Verses 3-10. What similarities do you see in each type of person Jesus
mentions? What's the common thread you see in them?
Take this moment to dive into and observe the passage together as a group.
There can be many correct answers, so explore them together.
The Beatitudes aren't prescriptions for living, they are comforts for the broken and
hurting who trusted in Christ. Which of these realities Jesus spoke of resonates most
with you?
Help your group realize that Jesus brought hope to those who had none and is
still doing with us today. When we feel hopeless and forgotten, these words are
truth that reminds us that no one is too far from the Gospel's reach.
Despite our suffering and pain, we experience accusations, attacks, and exclusion by
people around us. How does the sermon on the mount change the way you respond
to those attacks?
Jesus called the broken together to find community, not In their broken, but their
savior. The church is a community of the fractured undergoing restoration.
Jesus' Words to the His followers seem very different from how our culture views
persecution. How do Jesus' words to His followers here challenge our culture's view?
Persecution can take many forms (emotional, physical, cultural, etc.). It's
important to realize that persecution may not always look the same, but all who
seek to follow Christ will be at odds with our world.
Most of us don't feel it, but Christ tells us to have joy In persecution because it makes
us like him and the prophets. How are we helping one another rejoice as the church
in persecution?
Our society prides itself on individualism, but the Gospel is built on fierce and
loving community with one another. Take this time to share HONEST and difficult
struggles In your life and help others express theirs in safe and life giving place!

BY THE SPIRIT'S CONVICTION FOR SIN, WE WILL BECOME POOR IN SPIRIT. WE
TAKE A MOMENT TO PRAYERFULLY CONFESS OUR DEEP NEED FOR JESUS THE
SAVIOR. WE CONFESS SIN AND ABIDE IN GOD'S LAVISH GRACE. BY JESUS'
SACRIFICE, WE POOR IN SPIRIT RECEIVE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN!

Keep a journal of prayers prayed and answered, ask for updates on the NonChristians each Christian in the group is sharing the gospel with, and invite each
member of the group whether Christian or Non-Christian to take their next steps
in the discipleship process. Be sure to keep record of attendance!

point out the links at the bottom to your group. encourage
them to use these podcasts as discipleship content for their
one-on-one discipleship relationships throughout the week
Subscribe to Jesse Campbell Ministries YouTube and Podcast

All Scripture points to Jesus. Here is how you can take what
God showed you in this text and disciple your child with it! You
don’t need a seminary degree and you don’t need to be
perfect. Just point to Jesus. He is perfect.

Encounter persecution is difficult. It can feel as though we have
done something wrong, that we are not good enough, or reach
we have failed in reaching the world around us. But this is why
Jesus' words are so important. The ministry of Christ was marked
by persecution from others while bringing hope and salvation to
those undergoing it. We rejoice in persecution and the insults of
others on behalf of Christ because we identify with our Savior.
Our willingness to be honest about the hurt and pain we feel
and our obedience to choose Christ in the midst of it speaks
volumes to our families.

to cover the subsequent scripture in daily devotions 468-473:
Subscribe to Jesse Campbell Ministries YouTube and Podcast

